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151 combined years: five teachers set to retire 
Joel Hieb 

vocational education 

Q: How long have you 
been teaching here? 
A: 32 years 

Q: First job? 
A: Right here at Riggs when 
I was 22 
Q: What did you want to be 
growing up? 
A: mechanical engineer 
Q: Favorite memory at 
Riggs? 
A: The great students and 
staff to work with. 
Q: What won't you miss? 
A: Disrespectful students /. 
Q: What are you going to 
do now? 
A: Continue teaching at 
Riggs High because of Re� . 
tire-Rehire and farm. 

Sandie Peterson 
art education 

Q: How long have you 
been teaching here? 
A: 31 years 
Q: First job? 
A: Teaching art and English 
at Chester Area Schools 
Q: What did you want to 
be growing up? 
A: An artist or a writer 
Q: Favorite memory at 
Riggs? 
A: When the mice got loose 
from the biology class and 
ate up parts of student's 
sculptures. 
Q: What. won't you miss? 
A: The old computers in my 
room! 
Q:What are you going to 

- do now?
- A:Whatever I want to do

Larry Joy 
geography 

Q: How long you've been 
teaching here? 
A: 31 years 
Q: First job? 
A: teaching in Midland 
Q: What did you want to be 
growing up? 
A: a coach 
Q: Favorite memory at 
Riggs? 
A: The many great students 
and staff members I have 
known. 
Q: What won't you miss? 
A: Correcting papers 
Q: What are you going to 
do now? 
A: I hope to hunt a lot, paint 
and build things. 

Roger Johnson 
technical education 

Q: How long have you been 
teaching here? 
A: 29 years 
Q: First job? 
A: Teaching in Midland, SD 
Q: What did you want to be 
growing up? 
A: A teacher and a coach. 
Q: Favorite memory at 
Riggs? 
A: The camaraderie of such 
a good teaching staff. 
Q: What won't you miss? 
A: Having to be at school 
when I should be fishing or 
hunting. 
Q: What are you going to do 
now? 
A: Painting and construct­
ing jobs, some woodworking 
projects and a lot of fishing 
and hunting. 

Ken Larsen 
English/speech 

Q: How long you've been 
teaching here? 
A: 28 years 
Q: First job? 
A: My first teaching job was 
at Isabel, SD. 
Q: What did you want to be 
growing up? 
A: An archeologist. 
Q: Favorite memory at 
Riggs? 
A: Working with an out­
standing staff and remark­
able students. 
Q: What won't you miss? 
A: early mornings 
Q: What are you going to 
do now? 
A: I will work for a few 
more years at least. I'm ex­
ploring many options. 

Parent-Senior Party sure to make lasting memories 
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By Mary Holm 

"PAR-TY!" is on the 
minds of the seniors as 
they anticipate the 2007 
Parent-Senior Party on 
April 28, which par­
ent organizers hope 
will provide the se­
niors with an evening 
of fun and memories 
that will last a lifetime. 

Just what is the 
Parent-Senior Party? 

It is a huge par-

ty planned by the par­
ents of the seniors. 

The parents choose a 
theme for the party but 
keep it a secret from the 
seniors to add to the 
surprise of the night. 

'Tm excited to 
see what the theme 
is!" senior Ken-
ny Donahue said. 

"Parents have been 
working hard, plan­
ning a lot of fun stuff to 
fill the evening. We're 

trying to keep most 
of it a surprise. I will 
tell you that there are 
booths with games and 
a surprise comedy rou­
tine," general chairper­
son Richard Coit said. 

The parents also 
plan many fun games 
and activities to enter­
tain everyone all night, 
along with provid­
ing tons of free food. 

They also create a 
slideshow using baby, 

family and current pic­
tures of the seniors. 

"I can't wait to see 
the slideshow and what 
kind of old memories it 
will bring up," senior 
Kristen Hanson said. 

The Parent-Se-
nior Party will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. on Sat­
urday, April 28 in 
the high school gym 

All seniors and 
their parents are in­
vited to attend. 
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Attention seniors Editorial:·a few words of advice 
If you have a favor­

ite memory or funny 
story concerning your 
years in high school, 
WRITE ABOUT IT! 

Or maybe you learned 
a valuable life lesson, or 
have parting words, or 
hopes for your future and 
that of your fellow class­
mates. WRITEABOUTIT!

The May issue of 
The Governor will be 
in honor of seniors­
it's all about you, so we 
want to hear from you! 

Let your voice be heard 

one final timeinhighschool. 
You don't need to be 

on the newspaper staff. 
Any senior can sub­

mit anything, and it 
may be published in the 
last paper of the year. 

Simply write something 
and tum it in to Lind­
sey Coit, Renee Rodgers, 
or Mrs. Vogt in room 222. 

The deadline to tum 
in your drafts is May 1. 

You know you have 
good memories and 
ideas, so let everyone 
else read about them! 

After spending four 
long years in this institu­
tion of learning we call high 
school, it could be reason­
ably assumed that I will 
come out with a somewhat 
higher level of education. 

While of course I learned 
the Pythagorean Theorem 
and the flight pattern of 
the ever-exciting basidio­
spore, perhaps the greatest 
knowledge I have acquired 
was in terms of living life. 

So underclassmen, learn 
from my mistakes! Here 
are three pieces of advice: 

1.) Don't procras-

tinate! In my life, noth­
ing would get done if it 
wasn't for the last minute. 

The few times that I have 
planned ahead, though, 
made everything seem less 
stressful. If you're like me and 
have a no homework policy, 
learn to use those precious 
minutes between classes. 

Just sitting down 
and starting · something 
can be half the battle. 

2.) Save everything! I 
can't tell you how many times 
I rewrote the same scholar­
ship essay or riffled through 
the phone book looking for 

addresses of my references. 
Make a copy of every activ­

ity list you compile or recom­
mendation letter you receive. 

3.) Don't be a vic­
tim of a clique! Sure, school 
cliques are inevitable, but 
don't limit yourself to only 
those people in your group. 

Who doesn't have 
room for more friends? 
Make good use of your 
time left with your peers. 

You may have a soulmate 
out there just waiting for 
that life-changing "Hello!" 
Renee Rodgers 
Editor-in-chief 

Thulllbs Up � Thumbs Down 
Governor Staff 2006-2007 

... to walks outside 
... to amazing prom 
gowns and tuxes 
... to new baseball sea­
son 
... to tennis popcorn 
sales 
... to twenty-two days 
of school left! 20 for se­
niors 
... to online support 
groups already formed 

"Getting down, 

freaky and jiggy with 

it at the dance." 

-senior Brandt Payne

for Virginia survivors 
... to spring and sun 
... to English essays fin­

ished 
... to exciting gradua­
tion plans 
... to memories made 
prom weekend 
... to young pictures of 
old teachers 
... to Goldilocks on Trial 
... to lots of Zesto--even 

three times a day! 
... to overpriced gaso­
line 
... to weather-shortened 
track and golf seasons 
... to important but un­
successful hour-long 
calls to boy/girlfriends 
... to neglecting gradua­
tion plans 
... to gunman at Virgin­
ia Tech 

Hall Talk: 

... to persistent hunger 
pains 
... to igloos with pointy 
edges 
... to cell phone waves 
killing off the honey 
bee population 
... to kicking pottery in 
the parking lot 
... to losing lunch$ ... to 
enormous cases of se­
noritis 

"I can't wait to see 

Brandt getting jiggy 

with it, and Post 

Prom should be the 

most joyous time!" 

- junior Devon Rounds

What are you looking forward to the most about prom? 

"I looking forward to all 

of it I've never been 

to prom before so it 

should be exciting." 

-junior Jared Geigle .

"I'm really not 

that excited." 

-senior Nellie
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tthe future 

"A bunch of 
evil c1ones will 
dominate the 

world." -sophomore 
Sean AsKew 

"SocietY's habit's 
todaY will ruin 

the environment, 
causing a climatic 

shift, and then 
moSt of the 

population will die." 
- junior Brian

Chicoine

"We will all have to 
live underground, 
in the water, or 

in space, because 
the world Will 
be deStroyed." 

- senior Sam Willard

"People wil I be more 
responsible, and 
hopefUIIY theY'II 
do something to 
improve pollution 
in the enviroment" 

-senior Pam
StoroZYnsKi
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How will personal lives change? 
By Lindsey Coit 

The common house-
hold amenities make every­
day life easier for everyone. 

Looking back in his­
tory, it's clear that these 
amenities have advanced 
along with technology. 

It can be assumed that 
the future will also bring 
many new technolo­
gies and advancements in 
the common household. 

Many of theses will prob­
ably add an extra level of 
convenience to our life. 

"I thinkhallwaysin the home 
will have carpet like an esca­
lator," senior Sara Word said. 

Other students are con­
vinced that the future will 
focus on and improve en­
tertainment systems. 

"I bet entire walls will turn 
into a television by a touch of 
a button, and then with an­
other button they'll be able 
to turn into a window," se-

nior Bette Dougherty said. 
According to Dougherty, 

Plasma flat screens will soon 
be outdone by T.V. walls that 
can change into windows. 

Many find this invention 
quite probable as technolo­
gy is constantly advancing. 

The other area of contin­
ual change, fashion, may 

also take a turn for the better. 
"I bet people will wear dis­

posible t-shirts, you get one 
dirty and you can throw it 
away," junior Tanner Wald said. 

"I think houses will have hair 
dressers like Mrs. Jetson had­
they just come down from the 
ceiling and do your hair," se­
nior Maari Sweetman said. 

With a new glamorous do, 
a celebration dinner will be in 
order-future style, of course. 

Senior Matt Blake has high 
expectations for food prepa­
rations in the years to come. 

"I hope they have the thing 
from the movie Fifth Ele­
ment where you put a pill in 
a slot, press a button, and out 
pops a turkey," Blake said. 

Students have many creative 
ideas of what their future lives 
and household will include. 

No matter if they're concern­
ing walk-ways or cuisine, in­
ventions of the future are sure 
to make it possible for Ameri­
cans to be a little more lazy. 
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Senior dancers prepare for last upcoming recital 
By Keely McCormick 

The final recitals are 
here-the ones the se­
nior dance students 
have looked forward to 
their whole lives. These 
dancers have watched 
the seniors before them 
go through their final 
year and have seen the 
tears when the girls re­
alize they will never 
dance together again. 

For all of the dance 
studios' seniors, the 
last year is often the 
most fun year, but it 
also takes a lot of ded­
ication and isn't easy. 

"It takes a lot of 
time, and it was real­
ly hard to get used to 
a new group of danc­
ers this year. I like to 
dance a lot, and being 
a senior, you get to do 
a duet or solo," senior 
Michelle Monroe said. 

Like Monroe, who 
is dancing in a duet 
this year, the other se-

nior dancers have 
more opportunities as 
well as responsibilities. 

"I think we all just 
get excited that it's fi­
nally here and we 
worked so hard to get 
to this point. The re­
citals are what I'm go­
ing to miss the most. 
Performing in front of 
hundreds of people is 

Girls golf wins 

Pierre Invitational 
By Sigrid Wald 

The girl's varsi­
ty golf team came 
away with a team 
championship and 
an individual med­
alist at Tuesday's 
Pierre Invitational. 
This team champion­
ship was the first one 
won in many years. 

Sophomore Tay­
lor Smalley edged 
out teammate and se­
nior Amanda Deis in 
a playoff for medal­
ist honors. Both shot 
84. Seniors Emma
Wylie and Hillaree
Leif also competed

for the Lady Govs, 
with Wylie shooting 
an 88 and Leif a 94. 

"We were close to 
the school record," 
Smalley said, "ac­
tually we were only 
three strokes away." 

This gives the 
Lady Gov Golfers 
high hopes for the 
rest of the season. 

"Our team goal 
this year is to try to 
get into at least the 
top three teams," 
Smalley said. 

The Lady Govs' 
last match was yes­
terday in Huron. 
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courttsy photo 
Seniors Katie Douglas, Sara Word, Kelsey Ahlers, Keely McCormick, Laura Hofer, Bette Dougherty,Abby 

Dix, Miranda Tracy, Becky Deyonge, Taya Norlander, Kristen Tate, Catie Wagner, Jen deHueck, Elise T itze, 

and Liz Winter pose for a quick picture at dance practice. 

really exciting," senior 
Taya Norlander said. 

Each studio has ei­
ther practice a few days 
a week for an hour or 
two, or two days a week 
for about four hours 
for the senior dancers. 

"This is my first year 
at Pierre Street Dance, 

but Kristi and Katie 
are both really nice and 
fun to dance with. I've 
been in dance for al­
most my whole life, 
so I' ll miss it a lot," se­
nior Taylor Mattke said. 

Almost all of the oth­
er girls would agree 
with Mattke and will 

miss their dance class­
es, dance instructors, 
and dancing in gener­
al. But all of the bruis­
es, pulled muscles, 
and long nights are fi­
nally going to pay off 
for the seniors' one 
last chance to dance 
their hearts out and 

show what they've got. 
The three dance stu­

dios' recitals are com­
ing up in a few weeks 
with Pierre Street 
Dance's on May 27 and 
28, Sarah's Dance Stu­
dio's on May 4 and 5, 
and Cronin Dance Stu­
dio's on May 11 and 12. 

Swimmers heat up cool waters 
This month we de­

cided to do our ar­
ticle on probably 
one of the hardest 
spor ts-swimming.  

After watching the 
World Championship 
in Australia on televi­
sion, there were many 
guys in little swimming 
trunks that were look­
ing pretty darn fine, 
but one in particular 
stood out from the rest. 

This standout swim­
mer was none other 
than the famous Mi­
chael Phelps. This six­
foot four-inch 198-
poundhunksure caught 
our attention with his 
looks, and held it with 
his athletic abilities. 

After his impressive 
showing at the 2004 

is pretty impressive. I 
mean, if you have ever 

tried to Olympics 
in Athens, 
he. cap­
tured sev­
en more 
gold med­
als and 
five new 
world re­
cords. He 
beat his 
own stan­
dard in 

Kelly LJngle, Loryn Schuetzle, 

and Emma Wylie 

swim a 
lap, you 
k n o w  
t h a t 
two sec­
onds of 
s w i m ­
m i n g  
t h e 
A m e r ­
i c a n 
er a w l  

the 400-meter individ­
ual medley by 2.04 sec­
onds and won the 200-
meter individual med­
ley in 1.54.98 minutes. 
This new time beat his 
old record of 1:55.84 
minutes. We think this 

can 
it 

seem like 
lasts forever. 

Phelps also broke Ian 
Thorpe's, also known as 
the "Thorpedo's," world 
record by winning 
the 200-meter men's 
freestyle in a grace-

ful, dolphin-like speed 
of 1.43.86 minutes. 

Phelps broke his 
own world record in 
the 200-meter butter­
fly by an almost in­
comprehensible 1.62 
seconds, winning · in 
1:52.09 seconds. Phelps 
just leaves the rest of 
the world's swimmers 
to "eat his bubbles." 

After all those incred­
ible stat, we thought we 
should give him a con­
gratulations and a trib­
ute in our April column 
to this cute and athletic 
stud. Not only is Phelps 
a cool twenty-one year 
old, but he already has a 
million dollar endorse­
ment with Speedo. 
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Character of Student artwork recognized in hallways 

the Month 

Freshman Amanda Goglin was named Character of the 
Month for April. She earned the honor by demonstrat­
ing the trait of Integrity. 

By Lisa Bowman 

Walking down 
the hall, students no­
tice that the walls are 
brighter since the last 
student senate election. 

Thanks to the new 
student body president 
Bryan Beck and vice 
president Riley Hult­
man, students can now 
display their artwork 
throughout the school. 

"The arts are an ir­
replaceable part of 
life, and we felt that 
they were underap­
preciated," Hultman 
said. "This program 
was mainly to get �rt­
ists' names out and 
improve the school." 

"It was a last-min­
ute idea that has turned 
out to be one of our 
most widely accept­
ed ideas," Beck noted. 

Within a week af­
ter the election, the of­
fer was given to art stu-

photo by !,no, lodgm 
Junior Steph Darland stands by her displayed painting 

dents to paint canvases 
to be hung up for the 
rest of the school year. 

"It's wonderful that 
the artistic students 
are able to bright-

en up the dull hall­
ways and show off 
their talent," art teach­
er Sandie Peterson said. 

"I love that kids are 
taking initiative and 

hanginguppaintingson 
their own," Beck said. 

"I hope it ex­
pands to display plac­
es for potter and sculp­
ture in upcoming 
years," Peterson said. 

The future of this col­
orful project lies in the 
hands of other students 
with Beck and Hultman 
graduating this spring. 

Students win computer programming contest 
Students get ready to 
show off their talents 

By Alex Lindholm 

Three computer pro­
grammers--Teddy Jack­
son, Alex Lindholm, 
and Bryce Siedschlaw­
-have won top honors 
at the ACM high school 
programming contest 
held by the Univer­
sity of South Dakota. 

The team, along 
with manager Jessi­
ca Smith and chap- · 
erone Cheryl Ulmen, 
left Pierre at 5:00 a.m. 
in order to arrive in 
time for registration. 

The competition be­
gan shortly after regis­
tration was complete. 

The rules of en­
gagement are sim­
ple; each team is giv-

. ·:·-:courttsy photo 
Seniors Teddy Jackson,Alex Lindholm, and Bryce Sii,dschlaw dis­
playing the trophy they won at the ACM programming contest. 

en a computer, ten 
problems to solve, and 
four hours to complete 
as many as possible. 

Teams can use an 
assortment of differ­
ent computer program­
ming languages, but 

Rigg's team used Vi­
sual Basic exclusively. 

The team solved four 
problems, the last two 
in rapid succession. 

"It was pretty cool. 
We were tied, and then 
we solved one, and 

then three minutes lat­
er got another!'' se­
nior Jessica Smith said. 

For the win, Jack­
son, Lindholm and 
Siedschlaw received 
a first place trophy, a 
large satellite image 
from the EROS Data 
Center and USB flash 
drives for each member. 

By Abby Dix 

Students will get 
a chance to show off 
their skills at the up­
coming talent show. 

Many students 
will be singing pop­
ular songs while oth­
ers will play pia­
no and guitar. One 
group will perform 
a glow-stick routine. 

"I'm excited for 
the Spice Girls-­
I hear they're gon­
na rock!" junior Jay­
son Herra said. 

The talent show 
is on Monday at 
7:00 p.m. Admis­
sion is free, and the 
show should be fun 
for the community 

and students alike. 
"I haven't been to 

one yet, so am excit­
ed to atttend," senior 
Bethany Jochim said. 

Musical stu-
dents also have had 
many other oppor­
tunities to perform. 

Early last Friday 
morning, music stu­
dents traveled to 
Mobridge to com­
pete in the annual 
contest. Symphon­
ic band, women's 
choir, and boys' choir 
all excelled, earn­
ing high scores of 1+. 

Band and cho­
rus will both be hav­
ing final spring con­
certs during May. 




